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The people can make the destiny of a nation once they attain self-confidence. They alone are the true agents of change. In fact, the real in the scheme of life is that of the people. The ultimate goal of human life is the raising of the standard of living and moral standard of the people, and giving them full authority to formulate their collective systems. The salvation of the human race too lies in evolving a system of life that is based on economic and social justice. The responsibility for creating such a system lies primarily with the people and not with the elite. To achieve this goal, the basis of the relationship between the people will have to be laid on sincerity, affection and commitment, which attributes are ingrained in man’s nature. What has adversely affected the reputation of political leaders and the religious elite is their arrogant assertion that they belong to the elite class and possess intellectual superiority over the lower classes. They have accredited to themselves the prerogative to render guidance to the people, and the people, they think, are there to follow their directions. Alas! they have ignored the truth that acquisition of knowledge and wisdom is not a one-sided process but a two-way performance. Every person of understanding increases his/her knowledge and experience by learning from others by matching these with those of the others. Now, in order to make this two-way intellectual exercise fruitful, it is necessary that every one should consider the other as equal in social status, and endeavour to bring one another into a better material and mental condition. In this way, everyone will start considering the other as friend and well wisher and start working for each other’s betterment. This will yield prosperity and good reputation for the nation as well as the country.

     It is important to build a right kind of ideological base for the people in order to enable them to play an effective role in nation building. Without this the people will not be able to free themselves of the trap which the vested interests have laid for them in order to secure their despicable objectives. The people cannot get out of the state of poverty and helplessness unless they free themselves from this snare. They will have to understand that the ideological base was laid down in the days of Prophet Abraham and continues through the periods of Prophets Moses, Jesus and Muhammad (peace be upon them) The meaning of Islam was ‘offering sacrifice in the way of God’. Sacrifice really means sacrificing one’s lust, one’s riches as well as life itself to free the people from all kinds of slavery. Wherever Islam had spread in the different eras in its various forms, it was on account of such sacrifices made by the adherents of Islam. It was on account of this concept of Islam that the collective struggle of the people in the period of Prophet Muhammad  (peace be upon him) introduced Islam to the world as a great power. But after the periods of Moses, Jesus and Christ (peace be upon them), their followers the  Jews, the Christians, and the Muslims abandoned this basic teaching of Islam of making sacrifices for others, and instead arrayed themselves against each other as opposing forces. This situation developed because the leaders of all the three religious groups divided the human beings, who were ‘one creation of One God’, into different religious  entities. Thus they negated their common inheritance of peaceful co-existence and progressive mental and spiritual growth and created various vested interests in every religious group. The people of understanding in the various countries will now have to shoulder the responsibility of liberating one another from the claws of the exploiting elite. They will commence with the process of freeing human beings from racial, linguistic, national, sectarian and religious prejudices, and intolerant behaviour. I am certain that the task of introducing Islamic concept of life to the human beings, will be accomplished at the hands of the Pakistani people, and that it will start bearing fruit in the twenty-first century. In order to liberate the people from the deception created by the rulers, the so-called ulema and spiritual guides, which they had been carrying on since long in the name of Islam, the people will have to be introduced to the true concept of “establishment of Islam” (nifaz-e-Islam). It is to give oneself up wholly in the obedience of God – the Creator, the Lord, the Sustainer, and the Saviour. This attitude cannot be engendered in the people unless they create fraternal relationship with others of love and amity irrespective of race, nationality, sect or religion, and learn to live amicably with one another. We cannot call ourselves followers and upholders of Islam unless we completely change our present wrong attitudes.

       In order to cultivate such attitude in life, the people of Pakistan will have to liberate themselves from the fifty-five year intellectual and ideological servitude of the mock leaders and instead rely on their own strength of thought and action based on sincerity and honesty. They will have to change the existing electoral system altogether, bring themselves out of the state of despondency, dis-heartedness and helplessness, and inculcate trust in themselves. But this can only be possible when the people develop mutual confidence, become well wishers of each other and start serving one another.

     The object of the above analysis was to establish the fact that every person in a society is important and venerable. The people should determine the direction of the policies of their country themselves. They should elect their leaders after fully judging their understanding, wisdom and good reputation. The Quran has laid down a definite command for the guidance of both the people and the leaders that decisions on all matters must be taken by mutual consultation. The definition of ‘the people’ includes all persons (men and women) who belong mostly to the lower and middle classes. Neglecting this basic premise has lead to the slipping away of authority from the hands of the people, and going into the hands of the few elite whose main interest is acquisition of personal interests and gains at the cost of the collective interest. Since the acquisition of these advantages rest with power and wealth, the wealth and power hungry elite appoint themselves as leaders. They bring the people under their influence by overawing them with their machinations and violent methods, and divest them of their inherent authority to rule.

     After having laid these basic premises, I will now address the people instead of the rulers, politicians and the religious elite, and will try to explain as to what place the people of Pakistan have in Pakistani politics. I will also try to explain the viewpoint, one should accept and the path one should tread in life so that usurpation by the vested elements of the country’s resources and power is made impossible. By treading this path, the people will be enabled to take their destiny, and that of the nation, into their own hands. Although the matters that I am going to discuss hereafter are seemingly the obligation of the government yet, in essence, they are the responsibility of the people. It is their responsibility to monitor whether or not the government is handling its responsibilities to their satisfaction. In order to take upon themselves this obligation the people will have to establish a strong and organized civil society.

Public property: Firstly you, the people, must become aware of the lost position, which had actually belonged to you. You are the masters and owners of this country, and have the collective right over the country’s means of production. No one class has the right to grab these and dispossess you of your right. You should get the excess lands with the jagirdars and the absentee landlords confiscated by the state. The lands thus acquired should be distributed to landless tenants on easy terms. Such a step by the government will result in immense increase in agricultural production and considerable decrease in unemployment. The mishandling of urban property too should be remedied.

Authority of the people: You must use your right to speak out amply in all matters of governance. You should also acquire administrative and financial authority at local and district levels in order to fulfil your needs and solve your problems. You should be able to collect the required tax yourself and spend it according to your own will. If you will use your authority in a good manner at the district level it will have solitary effect on the central level as well.

Reforming political leadership: In order to consolidate your authority at the people’s level you will have to fulfil two important requirements: reforming your political leadership and improving the electoral system.
       Political parties are necessary for political progress, but to make the political process effective the internal makeup of parties should be made truly democratic. You will have to keep a strict watch to ensure that all the office-bearers at the local, district, provincial and central levels are duly elected, and that elections are held every one or two years. The parties should have their manifestos and programmes duly published and the membership register properly maintained. The scope of political parties should be wide enough to assimilate individuals having different points of view, and they should be made to work collectively for the betterment of the country.

      Political parties should not be amenable to narrow-mindedness and mental confusion. A righteous democratic leadership cannot be raised without properly arranging these checks. The sectarian and religious groups should not meddle in politics because it is beyond their domain. If the purpose of the religious groups is propagation of the universal values and moral teachings of Islam that purpose can best be realized by working for character building and personality development. It is not proper to lay the foundation of politics on sectarian and religious assertions and impassioned slogans. The existing political parties do not disagree on the basic principles of Islam, nor will the new ones, in all probability, disagree. The shoddy performance of the existing political parties has made it incumbent upon you to come forward yourself to set up political parties on truly democratic lines, and provide its leadership. This leadership should grow upwards from below;  it should not be thrust upon the lower rungs from the top. Leadership should be elected at all levels and should consist of sincere, honest and capable persons. The need for such new political parties is a dire necessity in view of the bitter experiences about the incapacity of the existing political parties to change their bearings.

Electoral reforms for true representation of the people: You will have to formulate precise standards for leadership of political parties at the various levels. This is essential for selecting the right candidates for election to the assemblies. You should no longer follow the political leaders blindly. The political leaders should no longer be trusted blindly. They should be judged thoroughly, keeping in view your fifty-five year harsh experience with them.

 In order to ensure ‘true representation’ in the assemblies, you should prevail upon the present government to take the following steps:

(1) Make the elections completely free, fair and transparent, and effect such arrangements as would make all election trickery impossible.

(2) Make the electioneering cost very little so that financially weak but suitable candidates could stand for election.

(3) Make certain that all eligible voters are entered in the voters’ list, and that it should not contain bogus votes.

(4) Disallow the administration, police and other government organizations to influence election results.

(5) Impose manifest conditions regarding qualification of candidates. 

(6) Give to the voters the right to recall their representatives in the assemblies.

(7) Bind the Election Commission to invite proposals from the public about reforming the electoral system, and to arrange training of voters on a large scale about the election process.

(8) Give to the opposition in the provincial and national assemblies legal and constitutional status, and ensure all necessary facilities for the opposition to perform its legal and constitutional role.

       In addition to this, you should also constitute “People’s Watch Teams” to monitor the election process. Moreover, in order to make the elections fruitful, you should also make yourself aware of the country’s economic, social and political situation, and its problems. You should also supervise the working of your representatives in the assemblies and subject them to accountability for their failings.

       Even if you get these election reforms enacted, sending of suitable representatives to the assemblies will still lie entirely upon you.  You will have to select such candidates for election as are capable and possess good character, keep themselves engaged in fruitful activities and have good reputation in their constituencies. You will have to discourage those candidates who have bad reputation, are of bad character and who use their wealth and influence to impose themselves upon you. You should reject them outright. Remember that you should never prefer bad people to good people.

National Reconstruction: You should conceive your country and nation as great and outstanding. You will have to bear the responsibility yourself of giving this conception a practical shape; the jagirdars, absentee landlords, the unbridled capitalists and the religious monopolists will not assist you in this. They will continue to keep themselves engaged in acquiring personal benefits and use power for self-projection rather than working for national construction and development. Their maneuvers and machinations have been responsible for the intellectual and physical decay of the people, and weakening of the nation. Have you ever seen people from the upper classes play any useful role in times of emergency? They are always on the run in such situations. It is you who offer sacrifices on such occasions. The selfish elements of the upper classes have caused collapse of the economy by taking their money out of circulation in their own country and depositing it in foreign banks. They will never lend their support to improve the economy and help bring it out of difficulties. This job too will have to be performed by you. In the future you will have to develop, with the help of truly elected governments, an economic and political system in which no one be able to exploit the other. In other words, it is you who will have to make Pakistan into a self-reliant, strong and dignified state to which the oppressed people of other countries could look up for guidance and assistance.

Alleviation of poverty: It is you who will endeavour to alleviate poverty. Those who have been gloating over ill-gotten wealth and the power to govern could not be expected to come to your assistance for this purpose. They will continue to create hindrances in your way; they are helpless at the hands of their false egos. You will have to look into the reasons behind the coming into existence of poverty on such a large scale, and plan its alleviation yourself.  Poverty is your problem, and you will have to solve it yourself. The rich exploitative elements will not come to your help. If you want to get rid of poverty then you will have to get back the plundered money from those usurpers who have robbed the country. You will also have to get the principle accepted that those who possess greater amount of wealth should pay more tax.

Rights of women: Men and women are like two arms of a body. In order to build a strong society, you will have to arrange removal of the imbalance between the rights of men and women, and eradication of the culture of exploitation of women by men. The capabilities of both men and women should be pooled and both should join hands to develop the new generation of the human race better. To achieve this objective it is essential that women should be honoured, respected and adorned with education. Women should also be given opportunities to join political parties and become members of the national and provincial assemblies, with not less than one-third seats reserved for them. Women should have their say in governmental affairs.

Strengthening the judiciary: You will have to make efforts to establish a judicial system that would institute effectual legal proceedings against those in the society who are bent upon inflicting financial and physical loss to others. This will bring you ease and comfort and provide justice at your doorsteps. You will not have to travel long distances and spend much of your time and money to secure justice. In order to get these facilities you will have to help the judiciary to gain complete freedom from the influence of the executive. The extent of this freedom should be such as would effectively prevent the executive from going against the interests of the people effectively.

Police system: You should attempt to establish such police system as would provide you with full protection from the oppressors, armed goondas and bandits. In order to make this possible it will be necessary to create a relationship of trust between the people and the police so that close cooperation between the two could be achieved. The police too should respect and be polite to the people and consider them as their companions in prevention of crime. Carrying of arms by influential persons and the religious elite, and keeping armed bodyguards by them, should be disallowed. In order to get the best results the police should be placed under the authority of public representatives at the district level.

People and the army: You should also reflect upon the real relationship between the people and the armed forces. The existing concept of this relationship, as devised by the western thinkers, is that of alienation and estrangement. The armed forces of Pakistan perform the duty of defending the people and the country against any outside aggression, and come to the nation’s help in times of natural calamities and immense difficulties. Hence this concept of alienation of the army from the people, as given by the so-called flag-bearers of democracy, is spurious and iniquitous. You, the people, have to build the future destiny of Pakistan with the deep cooperation of the politicians, intellectuals, judges, civil servants, armed personnel and journalists, and remove all anomalies in the working of these sections of society. If, at the various periods of history, a few senior army officers had usurped state power for their selfish ends, and worked against the national interest. It was wrong and cannot be condoned.

Cooperation of the press: The press can play an important role for bettering the lot of the people and in nation building. During the last fifty-five years the press has been playing a factional role in the altercations and machinations of the pseudo-democratic governments run by jagirdars and capitalists and, as a result, it could not become an ally of the people as against the elite. The vested elements had, by clamping a class system in the country from the very start, created a system of economic and social inequality through unjust distribution of national wealth. These elements had put such obstacles in your way as have increased your miseries and hardships and hence you could not gain understanding about your collective gains and losses. Now, the spell created by the vested elements has dissipated and you are coming out of its effects. The press too has liberated itself from this spell to a great extent. You should, therefore, make close contacts with the press, befriend it and seek its assistance in the performance of the tasks suggested above. This time the press will not fail you; it will support you fully.

Public interest: You should take well-considered steps to firm up your financial, educational and cultural condition and understanding. Your interest lies in investing your energies in constructing the society. For this purpose you will have to set up civil institutions, with the help of intellectuals and educated persons belonging to the lower classes that would take you to the heights of advancement.

       Be confident that the exploitative and monopolist elements will not succeed in demolishing your sovereignty and authority by masquerading as flag-bearers of Islam and democracy any longer. You must understand that it is you who will demolish the class system and, in its place, build a democratic civil society in which, through a good education system, you will gain access to knowledge and achieve conceptual and intellectual superiority over the elite class.
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